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354-PA's star is nearly identical in composition, mass, and visual
brightness to Earth's awn sun, further lending evidence to conspiracy
theorists that argued for a greater purpose to the new solar system.
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The "utter jdis_appea.ranf:e"o_f'-the' Outbound ».Disoove'ry,
- Fleet led to a dramaticpublic backlash against the Wind:
fall. Corporation and-the poI|t|C|ans it controlled. Crltros' by

‘denounced the haste with which the Bifrost Statron was
exploited and the lack of screntlﬂo understandrng that had

sufrounded the- entire-event. Worse still ‘was, the. publrc‘

fury over the loss of tnIIrons of .dollars in, taxpayer'money.

_Windfall executives and US poIrtrorans vowed'to present-
~answers for the fleet's loss, but it was nearly-six months »..
before search teams were dlspatohed throughthe Station -
- a delay prompfed more by bureaucratic- mﬂghtrng than"
fears of another dlsappearanoe For weeks,-months,- and
finally years, ‘frequent missions attempted: to recover the
lost eret None of them found any trace of Outbound DIS '

_covery.

A PERFECT S.Y'STE'M 5

Desprte this apparent farlure the renewed voyages-"
through thé Blfrost Statien- did prompt a.number of im-
portant scientific discoveries about the 354-PA _system. A
" . series.of unmanned drones were sent ta the system's vari- .
ous planets, oonfir‘mingth’e viability of the sectnd pl_a_net'é',"
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“If you osked me to envision o solar system that would serve

as humanity's first step beyond our own, | think | would just
point to 354-PA. It's perfect. Simple as that..."

GWVYNETH MALCOLM ,Scientific Consultant to the DCA

- atmosphere. The planet's water reserves, too, were ideal
*..fof ‘human consumption: Studies of the asteroid belt be-"
',.,tween thie third and fourth planets found it to be rich in a
, numbef of valuable mrnerals aswell. . . :

Tt While'soientists,,hailed 354‘-PA’ as the “perfect sys-

“tem" for colonization, others were quick to point out that

these ideal condrtrons — along ‘with-the Bifrost Station
|tsehc = were no mere aoordent The discovery of the sta-
tion had aIready led to the formatron of any number of reli-

-.glous -cults surroundrng the object, and new drsooverres
; onIy added fugl to the fire:.Some embraoed the idea of a
il nng as _a_ ‘cosmic gift," while others denounced its usage.

. -

- Despite the backlash agalnst the Guardlans of the
Gates-of Heaven the organrzatron s numbers swelled after -

: -,Outbound Dlsooverys demise. The Guardians had Iong de- -
‘crred divifre punrshment for the use of the Bifrdst -Station-
“and many .sawthe fleets dlsappearance as dlreot evi-

denoe of the'claim.
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. THE RDDRT,GUE—Z HYPD,THESIS e

“ Still, American researchers — now assrsted by a sorentrflo
i partnershlp with’ the Martian. CoHectrva ~ continued to probe
the infihite secrets of the Statron and all that lay beyond i
While corporate interests generally gravrtated toward
354-PA's etonomic value scientists were fas
: ornated by how the statron mlght Operate

Though hypo’t‘neses abounded the
most Wrdely supported.view was formu
' lated by. Carlg Rodngu‘ez in.2177.. Ae-
. cording tg the Rodnguez Hypothesrs :
activation of the: relay had.triggered an
* unknown force equidistant between the.
.Sol System and 364-PA. Through |nexp4|_f-‘"v'--
cable ‘means the mrdpornt =001 rather
somethrng ‘at the mrdpornt — was;, able to
fold space in sucha way.as to aHow for |nstant
y transportatron between the two destrnatrons ; A

How thrs was aooomplrshed - and the souroe of the
. teohnology = remarned a mystery, and little, evrdenoe coutd -
verify Rodrrguez s cIarms Stilf, the, lack of a better SUpported
- explanation miéant that’ most researehers agreed” wrth the

|dea for the trme berng : aey '

/\NTI—WINDF/\LL -_SE'NTIMENT-'
‘Despite the achlevements of the perrod the marrrage
-between'the, bnited States and the Windfall Corporatron was:

and her colonies, the four ‘decades foIIowrng the Dutbound
 Discovery disaster were marked: by great social upheaval and.
- resistance to Windfall's, influence: Protests and. open. Tiots
reached & fever pitch when a third WrndfaII CEO WEH elected
presrdent by a hrstoneally slim, margrn |n 2198 kg

The rigged game ‘had begun to expose |tseIf Many began
to.decry the Ioss o democratro valugs and demanded regula-
tion of Windfall. Others took.the opportunrty to. protest the
. _strrkrng disparity of wealth. On' two famaus oooasrons pro-
tests turned deadly as security drones’ fired on- angry protest
ers, killing dozens of civilians i |n both mstanoes

“Windfall Starship Systems:
The Universe Awaits Yet The Few Who Can Afford It..."

FAMOUS PIECEOF SATIRE
Criticizing the Windfall Motto (2184)

“TH‘E' LAST OF THE GUARDIANS

" Seizing hold of the chaos, the ragged remnants of the
Guardians of the Gates of Heaven .overwhelmed the US naval
escort around the Bifrgst Statron in 2205. Attempting to de-
"stroy the ring proved utterIy frurtless with even &
nuclear detonatron glancing harmlessly off the
statrons dark hull. The Guardians were al-
ready in a‘retreat by the time US. forces
“arfived to crush the ragtag armada,

Unlike many other factions of the ACA, the
violent actions and religious focus that had
originally boosted their numbers failed to
maintain the ranks of the Guardians of the

Gates of Heaven after the defeat of 2205.

US agencres oIarmed the move to be a. frnaI
aot of desperatron for the group. Wtien US forces
destroyed the Guardian fleet, they simultaneously

e b .Crushed the remains of the organlzatlon S Ieadershlp Shortly

thereafter the US resumedcontrol of the station and the
Guardrans drsappeared from public.influence. . '

CH/\NGING F’DLITIC/\L TIDES g

Desprte the hopes of many poI|t|o|ans even the elimina-

. ‘tion of the US’ s forty year enemy was not enough to quench
. the dnger- burnrng against. the government. When-a maJor re-
., -cession struck the US economy in 2208 the grip of WrndfaII

on Amencan palicy was all but broken. By 2210, poIrtleaI favor
finally proving to be an unhappy one. Within the United States :

had- sHifted - OVerwheImrng!y ‘back toward" populist parties,
ohangrng the polrtrcal climate entirely. A new, wave of legisla-

“ tors ‘began to curb decades of. corcuption and restore I<ey
democratrc prrncrples wrthrn the- US government

‘ Feanng a Ioss of both revenue and |anuenee ‘Windfall
'exeoutrves and. dld- guard corporatrsts began to craft'a new
“plan to reassert their interests. At the same time, populrsts
5 IooI<ed for-a vvay torestore JObS ang rebuild the fIarIrng econo-
“ my.One’ obvlous goaI soon appealed to both groups; A new
fleet needed to be, burlt- 3
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