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' shrps arrived at. the. ring. Vowing “to back the.. Europeans

“American forces, you are ordered to disengoge and move

HISTORICAL & INFORMATIONAL ARCHIVE -
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- The dlseovery of the Brfrost Station hrought two, deo

"* ades of coIonraI tension to an immediate head. As Europe-

an ‘agencies: attempted to establrsh a treaty recognrzrng
the stationas a neutral Z0ne, other powers dlsagreed

~ THE US SEIZES THE BIFF\’C]ST

: Amerrcan shrps 5 emponrng gravrtatronal drrves that 3
< -gave themr srgnn‘reantly more speed ‘than, tradrtronal AE®

drives = ‘were the first to join, the: Europeans at the sta--

. tion. US holdings on Trtan and. Enceladus had proven lack-
* luster and the opportunrty for new eolonral ventures was

valuable incentive. Wantrng to preserve the screntn‘rc and',

1B apohtreal nature of thé station, the Europeans refused the -
._Amerrcans and- attempted to maneuver what few ships
" were present:, |nto al blockade around the ring: The effort

proved - futile and the outgunned Europeans uItrmatety

7 backed down

: - e .Un_it-ed -State‘s?_S‘paoe'»C‘omma,nfd-. (USSC) quickly
- seized control of the Bifrgst Station, towing in-a cadre of -

orbital railgun stations to protect it:US ships maneuvered

_into a defensive position as American leaders plotted their

next coursé of action: Transportatron through the nng was
prohibited until further rnstructrons were "“given, The s
President declared control of the station to be a great
step for the American people,” but other natrons saw it as.
an unnecessary and mdefensrble aet of aggressron

Two weeks Iater ) massrve eret of, ChrneSe battle

they,demanded the United States stand down. Expeetrng

_reinforcements, the Amerrean_force’s‘ refu’sed. After :three
days of inaction, the Chinese opened fire. %00 ik

away from the stotion.”

“Wha's going to make us?"

OFFICIAL EXCHANGE between Chinese and American vessels
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The _resurting battle was swift-and devast_ating for the

* American defenses. At one point in the skirmish, a Chinese
7/ missile was knocked aside by an American drone and sent

direotly towards the Bifrgst. Both fleets held their collec-

e trve bfeaths ‘as the missile detonated-— only to find the
: s statron perfectly intact. Taking only minor losses, the Chi-
" nese eventually claimed victory. The. crippled American
s 'shrps limped back to the orbital base at Titan, but refused

to back down After regrouprng they wouId return

' THE SOLAR .W/\F\’”BEGIN:S -

The confrontations’ and campaigns -of the following

ntWo years are collectively known as the Solar War (2160-

-+2162). With fronts and participants around the Sol Sys-

,’,tem, many historians haye compared the experienlce'-to the

Warld Wars of the early 20th century on &n interplanetary

. -scale Nearly every major power was dragged into the con-
* - flict, with most opting to side against what was widely
_.seen as'a rekindling ‘of American imperialism. The Russian

Alliance and, pefthaps surprrsrngly the "Martian Collectrve
both srded with the Ameéricans, wary of Chlnese motrves

In -th,e ea'rly months of the war‘, t‘he United _Stat'esfelzl

- victim to;this dangerous tack.of allies. Yet one clear ad-
-..vantage remained ‘With the exception-of the Chinesefleet,
.. most major‘powers _drew their warshrps directly from

Wrndfatl Starshrp ‘Systems. Now in the thick of conflict,
t_he corporation itself be_eame a devastating weapan.
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With intense kriowledge of its own systems, Windfall
engineered a serious of debilitating digital viruses to attack

~ the computerized systems of the enemy-vessels. While some .
navies caught wind of the plan before it could be capitalized -
on, the advantége proved invé'lu'able.,._liri at Isast three engage--
* ments — The Siege of Cer,es,vth"e Battle vof,Eres', ar)d‘the Battle
o Etropa -~ opposition‘'was ompletely disabled before US
 forges even fired a shot.. .~ . " 0 by oy

The Chiriese Navy was anethér matter entirely. Preducing
their own warships at- the Jinxing. Platform over Venus, the-
Chinese:had no' depeddencies on*Windfall produets.- While:
Chinese ships were-generally slower, than those that Windfall -
produced, the armor and armaments‘were far more. intimidat-.
- ing. Despite American victories over India, USAN; and the Arab
League, Chinese ships tore thraugh American navies.: .

NEW WEAPONS OF WAR." 7.

Attémpt‘i_hg _td,-,é'euntérjjthe,Se losses, Windfall released”

two new weapaps inte USSE forces: The first was a massive” -

: ‘warship. bigger-than any in history: The’ New Liberty Dread-
nought. Nearly-a kilometer long .and armed to-the téeth, the’.
New Liberty carried the.same idastructiv_e;'c‘apabity as the

entire US arsenal at the height of the: Cold War.:As: the new *
flagship: of the USSC, the dreadnought was . commanding

- presence - but netoriously slow, .~ .0 et A3

Solving this problem was a s’,‘ec"ond 'de'Sign;,_The ;/?aasevi/'zélz‘"

-Class Destroyer, Though Qn{y a s'ixt.h" of- the New: Lfba'rty's_‘
=size, twelve .riewly-constructed'Rﬁoosev.elt ships were outfit=.

ted with state-of-the-art gravitational drives that:
“pelled them far faster, than*traditional :
drives. Together; the USSC: befieved it
- now had the firepower and maneu- "

prd-

SABREAG e e

THE BATTLE OF TITAN

With little left of‘_t‘heir' 'all'res,' the Chinese and American
forces _me‘t for a final battle above Titan in August of 2162.

Chinese forces launched a massive campaign to-wipe out

. the Titian naval .bése,b'ut American. forces stood firm. Hun- -

d(eds of ships met in a battle that would ultimately define
the war and would later be described as an “Orbital Armaged-

.Ina flurry: on nutlear detonations and carinon volleys,

: héar_ly, twenty peréent of the participating ships were de-

‘'stroyed ifi the first twenty minutes.. The New L/b&(fyhéld her

/ ,own while the dozen Roosevelt Destroyers revealed their well
- -kept secret; A new propulsion drive, which would quickly - -

“prove to be just'a$ devastatingtb modern space warfare as’
the Manhattan Project;had been two hundred years before.”

¥ The Roosevelts a’ppe_a.red to “Skip through space like a
stone on pond,” disappearing just-_bgfcire missiles would im-
~pact their hulls and reappearing a short distance away, While
the'dqstroyers could not staznd and. defend, they were, able to
make’vldagg'e‘r strikes inside the Chinese lines and escape be-

. ‘fore- retaliation reached .them. The vessels needed onvly to

 stop and change’ d

i'recticir) befdrev“s'kipping"' a'gaih
within minutes. Be ==

2,

1962.

ROOSEVELT—CLASS DESTROYER

- Small and unassuming, the Roosevelt shijps packed formidable firepower into a sleek
and maneuverable package that benefitted from one of the largest gravitational
drives ever used on a ship of its class. Its real value, though, was its Linear Skip

Drive (LSD), which allowed the vessels to move instantaneously through short dis-

tances of space.

Though mast information on the “skip drive” remains classified to this day, it is
known to be the brainchild of theoretical physicist Dr. Adelaide Bennett and starship
engineer Eljjah Parker with the support of the Windfall Starship Systems.

No longer permitted by international treaties, the use of the drive is thought to be
the cause of a number of mysterious and devastating phenomena that afflicted crew
members and entire ships at both the Battle of Titan and throughout initial testing.




Fast and maneuverable, the Roosevelt-Class destroyers proved virtu-

ally invincible against Chinese weapons systems but not, it would
seem, to their own abilities.

. Assuming a new form- of- stealth technology the Chrnese 2
tactrcrans scrambled to find solutrons attemptrng to hit the
ships by prorectrng where the. Roosevelts would g0 next dand.

*firing between the vrsrble skrds The act proved useless S e
. .was as if’ ‘the’ shrps srmbly drsappeared before reappearrng K2
- furthier along therr l1ne ks

“Three Rbo'sevelts Wer;e‘:event'ually destroyed, but no rec: .

‘ord of Chinese weapon SULES accompanred those: losses.

: Wrtnesses reported that it'was as. if ‘the three: ill- fated de-
stroyers had detonated from wrthrn o srmply broken apart.
~~ Despite this stunnrng secret weapon -the Americans could..'

“not-escape the fact that they were strll vastly outnumbered. _

__and outgunned

Ultimate_ly, the Liberty's size proved to be her_'lundoi'ng.

+ With such a sizeable hull, the sfip miade for en easy target.

. Six hours-into the battle, a near-continuous enemy barrage
had collapsed the shrp s defenses. The engrnes soon-ruptured . :
and a nuclear missile termrnated the dreadnought's ¢command .
brrdge ~ and the entire hrgh commiand of the fleet. Leaderless i
and facing heavy casualties, the. American ships turned to.'

flee, hoping to find safety in Trtan s.orbital defenses
. THE TIDE' TURNS P

But one shrp drd not bacl< down and flee wrth the ath-
ers. As the fleet fell into retreat; Captarn Miles Edson of
the nrnth Roosevelt — the Asoe/?dam‘ Dawn— ordered
his ship forward. Engagrng the new drrve the. Dawns
captain suddenly ‘put. himself wrthrn range of the
amassed Chrnese shrps - o

The Chrnese were not hrs target, however
Instead; Edson sacrrfrced the. remarns of the

- USSC 946 -
ASCENDANT
DAWN

L/’berty Targeting the ship's -now-fragile reactar, the Jawn
emptied its magazines:into-the Libertyfrom pornt blanl< range
and detonated the flagshrp in'a colossal explosron of gamma
radiation. The forward sensors of the Chinese fleet were over-
whelmed by, the radiation, blinding the fleet and leaving them
adrrft on’ theirown momentum ‘Some were sent on & collision’

- course with Titan's atmosphere, while others careened into *

massive. pieces of debris. By the time of the explosion, the
Ascendam‘ [Zaanas,alre_ady a'comfortable distanoe away.

In that moment the other erght Raosevelts sl<|pped back

] |nto the flrght With the Chinese ships still'blind and unable to
" enact, any- ‘countermeasures, the new destroyers began to

'pick off the -enemy yessel's with the greatest remaining sen-
S0 capacity. In a stunning reversal, the Chrnese fleet col-

Iapsed ‘with almost no hope of retreat. One-by- one their ships
‘were destroyed wrth collisions claiming as many victories as’

American guns. In thefinal hours ef the battle, twe more Roo-

- sevelts were destroyed through no action of the’enemy; Once
~‘more, they seemed to srmply come’ apart

““In ‘one, beld maneuver; Miles Bition and-the Robebusit
task group had saved the American-fleet and crippled the Chi-
nese. Lesser Chinese fleets scattered across.the.solar-sys-

. tem’ began to pull back into defensrve positions-areund their
“scattered colonies. Less than @ month later, the.Chinese of-

fered a surrender and the Solar War drew to a sudden close

: /\FTERM/\TH 'DF- THE.W/\R-

Mrles Edson was seen as an Amerrcan hero while, the As—
cendant Dawmnstantly became a national icon and symbol of
victory. . The’ culmrnatrng Treaty of Titan (2162) outlined the

“ armistice terms Irmrtmgmterplanetary warfare in‘'the Sol Sys-
.. tem, and demanded ‘the recognrtron of the Bifrost Statron as.
-an exclusrve claim of the USSC. '

In exchange, the American military agreed to cease devel-
opment and classify all records pertaining to the prevrously

3 unknown “Lrnear Skip Drive” mounted to, the Roosevelt de-
* strayers. The technology had_given new potential to space

‘ Wa'rfare and its possible uses terrified the various: fac-
trorls of the solar system. Even the Russians and Mar-
. tians — allied to the United States in the Solar War
B e demand.ed the retrrem’ent of the technology.

- With the Bifrgst Station now: firmly under their -
" control, American leaders turned their eyes to -
‘the opportunities that awaited thent on the’
ather side of the gate, and prepared a ma-
jor-operation to capitalize on them. -



