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“In 2138, AIvarez I(rng Ieveraged her. wealth and wrde

spread fame into the pohtloal world. Wrnnrng the US presi-
denoy with g Iandslrde victary, Alvarez Krng promised 3 it
new.and magnlfloent expan3|on of Amerlcan might’ and .

power. Despite, opponents who' warned of a ‘conflict. ofjn-.

- terest and deorled her lack of polrtroal experrenoe the fiew

presrdent oommrssroned the Wlndfall Corporatron to oon

“Too long has our nation sat back and watched the skies be con-
quered by foreign powers. The time has come to build o new Great
White Fleet to show every country and colony that American might

will never ogain be forgotten..."

LUCILLE ALVAREZ-KING, United States President and

Founder of Windfall Starship Systems, Inc. during her 2137 inougural oddress
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' THE MARTIAN ERISIS

. The American- Martian colony, however, was another

" matter entrrely As US transport ships reached the Red

Planet they were immediately blockaded by .the Martian

: Orbital Navy Threatened by force the American ships were
o told towrthdraw in the name of Martran soverergnty When

struct a new American Colon|al Flest Wwith the.intent of "‘."Alvarez King refused-tg cede to Martian demands the Mar-

| -'settlrng Arnerican oolomes on tlo’th Luna and Mars.. By'

2140, and the start of AIvarez—Krngs seoond term theg :
L Amerrcan Lunar Colony was aIready shoyvlng exCeptronaI
: promrse : (I £ i

tran Navy openedfrre,_krllrng ove_r ZU,UUU oryrlran settlers.l

Though her. allles feared a baoklash agalnst the presi-

‘dent, Alvarez-King”demanded immediate actioh. American
. starships.were quickly mobrllzed, with Alvarez“King herself
“taking.a command position aboard the flagship USSC Ste/-

. lar Pestiny. The move proved wildly popular.within the US

and confidence in the presrdency soared In 2142 the Sec

v"ond Orbrtal War began
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Preemptrng .retallatory attaoks Martlan shlps rushed
to Earth and began targetrng Amerrcan supply oaohes ‘and
_marntenance statrdns an Luna.

Martian Prometheus -C/ass vessels had been in service since the 2110's, though with heavy updates throughout their tenure.
By the 2140's, Prometheus ships still relied heavily on automation and minimalistic crews, despite being 212 meters long
and bristling with weapons. While incorporating their own version of advanced ion drives, these systems were notably ineffi-
clent and lacked the NearGrav systems found on Winafall ships. All would be decommissioned after the Second Orbital War.
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The Amerroan response was far more sophrstroated

~ Though vastly outnumbered “the. few-.dozen vessels of the -
,'Amerroan Fleet were. staffed by some of the - best. oomputer‘ :
teehnrorans and haokers still Ieft on the planet As the. Mar- :
tian cruisers. maneuveredy |nto posrtrons American’ hackers-
: iore apart their heavrly automated systems Whrle weapons '
and defenses catastrophrcally farled US rallguns rlpped :

i through Martran huIIs

Wrthln days the war had concluded as qurckly as it had

- begun.. While the Martrans limped home; the Unrted States :

was applauded for its: r.éturn 10 mrlrtary strength.: Fdr AIvarez
- -King, the oonflrot proved the defining. Iegaoy of an.already
|mpresswe presrdentral admrnrstratron % :

The Fourth American Lunar Colony (ALC-4)— now known as Selene -

after its role became more residential — was a major target and
Site of casualties in the early hours of the Martian assault.
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United States and its growrng colonles around the star sys-
tem.:

Yet this success was n:ot to be 'unoheck'ed In 2155, op
ponents in the. US Congress attempted to- Iabel the corpora-
tion as 4 monopoly and moved: o dlsassemble it. Wrndfall
appealed, drawing heavrly on the ‘support of oongressronal
leaders and judges that the corporatlon had supported a5 or
drreotly mstalled o for deoades

: ln the end the companys mfluence and Wealth was onIy
strengthened as a steady oounter attarﬂ( of surts and oourt

oy af‘ GalaTerraformln
’QRA!R i : g

In her later memoir, Awaiting the Universe, Alvarez-King described
her decision to stand aboard the Stellar Destiny as A risk | knew /
had to take in order to be the leader that America needed...”

cases ruled.in Wihdfall s favor. As Gaia Terraforming, Walker

Bidtics and- NeuroCo. garned srmrlarmfluence many worried

f 7 the American Repuhlro was’ qurokly re- establrshrng itself as a
'-.,.."corporate ollgarchy wrth Wlndfall leaders reaprng the great'

Even ‘after Alvarez Klng S seoond and f|na| term ‘as presr- : e - ; :

dent, her influence - and the cultural and economic mfluence

of Windfalf Starship Systems = exponentraHy moreased in the:

"'est of benefrts
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