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~In 2089, the ChlneSe Iaunohed the Red Sky System in

* the face.of W|despread international —.and mterplanetary
— condemnation. Once actryated the system established

a network of armed, military satellrtes and space stations .

with intense defe.nslve and,offensrve__ capabilities’.
THE FlR'ST'-,rjR.BrT)\ZL’ -w/'\'R, g

Feanng the aIready-powerfuL Ch nese army, the Rus-
sian. Federation — with support from: nearby Japan and. mi--
. nor assistance from ASEAN = declared war in response
-~ Though mobrlrzrng a mrghty force ‘the’ Russians Were no
.match: for Red: S|<y Even Russran ICBM S.were rendered
| useless agalnst the Chirlese satellltes and thelr preorsron
.. laser: systems RuSsra Japan and” their aIIres quickly” -
“ pulled back in, the face of devastatrng oounterattaoks and

mrIIrons of mrIrtary and ervrlran Iosses

Dn the verge of defeat the Russlan premrer petrtroned
: the Western European Alliance,-the Unjted States and In-
dra to assrst them Europe and Indra

The Red Sky system was a sgphisticated network of weaponized satellites and space
statijons in orbit over China. Outfitted with state-of-the-art surveillance equipment and
weaponized lasers and railguns, the system made China's military forces virtually invinci-

ble against conventional military approaches.
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refuse'd'_im'mediate' intervention,” preferring to reconfigure

" and retrain their militaries. before entering any such con-
+flict. The. United States refused altogether, still reellng

from deoades of strife.

" This oonflrot & remembered now as the. First Orbrtal

‘War —-marked the begrnnrng of the end of terrestrial war-
'fare and led to a sudden flurry of new space- based weap-
ons. It was in the garly months. of 2070 that’ the Western . .

European Alliance began the construction-of the Primus-

* Armada - a fleet of twelve weaponized spacecraft intend-
- ed to challenge the Red.Sky‘_Syst'ém. As the Russians
~scrambled to maintain _t'heir terrestrial defenses, Japanese

engineers collaborated.on a massive design - The Shogun
— which would take to the skies as the first true- orbrtal

,,,battleshrp by the end of the year

“Do not rejoice that war now takes to the skies. Mourn
thot we could not release the sword before we reached
for stars...”

TAKAHASHI ICHIRD, Chief Designer of 7he Shagun




battleship —

become outdated in the decades to follow.

:CDUNTERING THE RED SKY '
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By January of 2071 Wrth the Russran forces on Earth all
but spent, the. Battle of the Red Sky began. The Prrmus Arma- -
da - assisted by Shagun and ‘several Martian transport shrps,
launched an-all-out”
attack.on the Chlnese defenses With an eIaborate hackrng

'_outfrtted ‘with’ mrhtary grade Weaponry

“effort. by the Indians, the Euro- Japanese and Martian forces

were able to temporarrly disable the satellltes defenses giv-" -

ing the allies the oppertunity to stnke :

: Sﬁogun battleshrp CEED Iargely operatronal

Wrth the burden of massive military. expenses and a vuI
nerability now obvrous to their enemies, Chingse support for -
the conflict quickly Warvered A -ceasefire -was. 1mp|emented:

by-March. The People’ S Republic-agreed to disable the remain-

der of the Red Sky System but refused to aocept addrtronal_ ;

* -terms under threat -of renewrng the vroIenoe Their battered
opponents: agreed in the name of peaoe

A TIME OF RECDVERY- 5

The next several deoades were devoted to srgnlfroant

recovery efforts workrng to restore.an Asran oontrnent and a’

greater globe hammered by war and a new Waye of- Clrmate
" catastrophes. . = & 50
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The Japanese Shogun — often argued to be the first true orbital
in orbit over East Africa. While revolutionary to the

First Orbital War, the design was slow and its shielding systems
proved cost-prohibitive to reproduce on other vessels. It would quickly

T_hough a quarter of 'the Chinese sateIIites were»d'e:'v,
stroyed, the cost was massive for the allies. ‘Of the dozen -
. European ships, onIy three would survive the battIe Though-

Martian forces suffered srmrlar Iosses the well defended' %
. A, wealth of hew resouroes reoently discovered on the Red Plan-,

~ et —the Martian- Collective bégan to establish-a sizeable mili-

-tary flegt of its own. Drawing inspiration from the Japanese
"Shogun the Collective established "a "series of . fuIIy
"autOmated drydooks in orbit around Mars '

Despite | reiative peace-on Earth itself, militaries began to

. - direct, their attention skyward, fearing another orbital conflict
'.could break out at any moment. Wealthy states started t0

construct space-bound fleets of their‘own, and new pIans for
cdlonrzatlon began to be drafted

“Minister, the US established its Space Force back in 2019.
Why is Western Europe only now having this conversation?”

“We hod hoped we wouldn't hove to, Modome Speaker.”
CELINE FAUCHER, Speaker of the WEA Military Committee &
FELIX ACKERMANN, WEA Defense Minister

Seizing'the' opportunity of a power vacuum - and a

By the beg|nn|ng of the 211[] s “the Martlan Urb|tal Navy

‘was a formldable force. of nearly fifty massive spaoe gaing

vessels: Though the Martian population had onIyJust reached

. one m|l||on its powerful fleet-rivaled any.on Earth — largely

: due to'its dependenoe on digital automation. Though each
: Pmmez‘heusCIass vessel was. over 200 meters long, they
;-‘oould be manned by acrew of only twelve humans..

As massive amounts of resources began to flow between:

: ,Earth and Mars, the Collective's fleet kept a close watch =

. Bothon supply lines and’ therr rivals.



