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AImost as. qU|c|<Iy as |t began the 21st century spr-
" raled into, one ‘of the mast. chaotic penods of human histo-
ry. Though the Cold. War had ended the. new m|IIenn|um '
gave birth to unlque varieties of fears and conﬂlcts

The “War on Terror coupled wrth mtense natronalrst' 5 '
movements a resurgence of; fascrsm general pohtrcal i
: unrest and:the’ mounting threat .of cllmate mstabllrty test- '
~-ed national and- reglonal governments Irke never before.”
While intense humanitarian crises erupted in places hkeg !
Syria,- Myanmar Yemen‘and. Venezuefa most natrdnal gov-

' ernments were forced to turn therr attent1on elsewhere

? " e Intense political factionalism and mounting social and economic
. THE CLIM /\TE CRISIS L A Jssues led to @ steady decline of the United States throughout
; LAl 2 S e T, the 2020's and 2030's.
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‘ Whrle most countnes assumed another conﬂrct Was ,,,DECLINE OF THE UNITED S,T/\.'l;,'ES'
|mm|nent — prompting W|despread militarization — such’a e d O ’ : iy :

+ war. falled to matenalrze Instead,- governments found . .
themselves battlrng nsmg ocean levels, ever~expandmgi :
wildfires and virulent diseases. Seme areas cracked with~

" drought while others Washed away with reIentIess floods. strugg}es 2 W
Dozens of countrigs saw untold numbers of “climate’ refu- gRiac

-~ gees’ pack up-and leave, while other regions became their
involuntary “destinations. Trillions of dollars’ worth ofmllr-.
tary equipment quickly found itself being- repurposed to
fight agarnst the forces of nature |tseIf

“The United States — which acted as the sole interna-
“tional superpower in the few decades following the col-
{apse of the SoV|et Unron - was not immune to these

“As’ S|tuat|ons and world events Changed the US, strug
)-;gled to adapt. By the late 2020's; ‘American politics had
- radicalized to incite -the Partisan” War which —- though
; short lived ~ nearly spht the country apart and left several .

“The violence that exists in the human heart is also manifest in
the symptoms of illness that we see in the Earth, the water, the
girand in living things..."

POPE FRANCIS, Catholic Pope

i Cities like Milan, Spain (above) found themselves under intense
floodwaters, while some regions — like the American state of Florida —
were washed away almost entirely.
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War, economic recklessness and intense effects of climate
change left many once-fertile regions of the United States dry
and barren for decades to come.

»-major cities in ashes The once robu‘st AmerlCan economy
collapsed’ entlrely by the 2030 's, pre- empted by decades of

inténse corporate recklessness the northward swing of the

Amerlcan breadbasket -and, the loss of SJgnlflcant mlles of
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Wlth the Weakenlng of the Unlted States came a. major

shift in the global order: . As countrles struggled agalnst the 7

j elements many turned inward, causrng the eventual’ dlssolu-

- tion of the Unlted Nations’ by 2031. States like* lndla China -
~.and Russia suddenly began to assert themselves as powerful

: mdependent leaders- free - of US and UN influence,” seizing' on

long-withheld: opportunltres b often to the, detrlment of

'nelghborlng pOWETS. .

-.NEW 'DPPDRTuNrTIETS '

As political mstabllrty appeared to crescendo other areas

began t0 lean into a renewed sense ‘of reglonal~
- ized interdependence. After the Unrted :
Kingdom. reJolned the European Union'in
2038, the entire’ EU was. rebranded
as the Western European Alllance
which promised a- far’ more Vi~

3 lln'vby a Jomt Euro lndlan effort in 2041

on Mars was founded 0)Y The Martlan Collective, an
mternatronal conglomeratlon of SClentlsts and wealthy entre-
- “preneurs. For the next decade, The Collective began an ambi--
tious process-of. settllng thousands of- ambltlous and thor-
; oughly vetted colonlsts onto the Red Planet

Wlth the goal of redeflnrng humanlty through science and

mnovat‘lon the Collective drew together the top mlnds in eve

rythlng from blosmence to englneenng By the start of the
2040, many international leaders began to lament 3 global

“brain dram while offernig lavish incentives to keep the intel-

lectuat elite firmly on Earth. By'2050, the populatlon on Mars
"had reached aver 12,000 throughout Six major settlements
Hoping to counter‘and. profit from  Martian successes -the

first lunar supply depot o Chandra Statlon ~- was establlshed

"Ingenuty Sustainabilty. Rumanity'
OFFICIAL MOTTO, Martion Collective

brant and interconnected future. .
for the European continent: :
< .Within a decade, similar con-" |
federations. developed with’
the  formal. political unlflca-
tions-of the African Union, the
Association of Southeast.Asian.”
Nations (ASEAN) the - Arab-
League, and the Unidn of South..
Amerlcan Natlons (USAN). -
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In 2033, the first ,s_uccess'f,ul,
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Originally thought to be the delusional dream of a
handful of American and European entrepreneurs, the
Martian Collective quickly established itself as a major
technological, economic and political presence in the

Sol System.



