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~ grand creator of jobs and savior of a weakened eoonomy
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By 2715, nearly 400 sorentrfro trlps ‘had been logged

i through -the " Bifrost Station. " Each trme starshlps -

manned “and- unmanned large and small - were able to

years: |nstantaneous|y and Wrthout |no|dent

The sole exCEption to this Wa’s the dlsastrous‘ Uut- ;

bound Dlsoovery mission, which contrnued to -baffle ‘ex-

 -perts on the ring and its: mysterrous teohnologles After

fifty-years. of attemptlng ‘to-find answers, most had con-
cluded that the fleet's:loss had been anunfortunate acci-

" dent.” Many hypotheered the eret had sdmehOW collided

‘with a passrngobjeot - deadly bt ultrmately benigh and’,

| natural’ explanatron Those that feared somethmg more.
.. sinister ‘were generally regarded as oonsprracy thearists .. .-
. and Iaughed out of ; any reputable stake in the dlsoourse

3 'THE NEW DUTBDUND DE/\L

whelming support, Populist factions praiéed the ideaas.a

Conservative groups = still directed primarily through the
‘weakened “influence of Wrndfall Starship- Systems =
sought to maintain the oorporat|on s hold on “both poll—
tics and economics. In the ‘end; “both srdes agreed toa
‘New Outbound- Deal" that aIIooated trrllrons of doIIars
to a.new oolonral effort A

By the autumn of 2215 “Windfall englneers had been

green-lit to begin-the construction of a new colonial eret
Yet there was ‘ene |mportan_t_ caveat: Unlrke the purely-

civilian Outbound Dis'oo_very Mission, this ‘new ,endeavor.
“had to include a military presence.. The reasons. for this.

were numerous; Some worried ‘a-civiliah. fleet Jacked the
'neoessary drsorplrne for‘survival, whrle others Jnsrsted it
brought a much- needed ‘sense’ of national- prrde In truth,
‘many still feared the uncertarnty of Dlsoov8rys fate, and -
looked to'a mllrtary presence for a sense of proteotron and.
peaoe‘of mind. ' o A

V_V_ith the blessing of the Us Congress, Stateiof:the-art
warships began to be drawn up alopgside unique and inng; - -
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vative ‘civilian models. The new fleet was intended to be

~ the greatest feat of engrneerrng to ever leave American
/- docks. :
suooessfully trarrsport themselves thousands of*. light .

: The reality was far less glamorous From the. begrn

% '.nrng the new fleet $§ construction was plagued by Severe
-budget shortfalls. Mast of these stemmed from the in-
";tense polltloal rivalries in oongress that threatened to
abort the  entiré project. Many ingenious. but expensive . -

ship - designs” were uItrmater shelved. . Monies  that did-

*trickle in were- earmarked for the construction of new-es-
sential ves3els such as agrroultural shrps foundrres ‘and
_lwatertankers 4

While the deorsron to oommrt mrlrtary vessels into the

,,,fleet remained on the table; funds to create new Warshlps

speorfro to the mission were oompletely Wrthdrawn within

*-months of greenlighting the project. The. new fleet would
: * . have to repurpose existing warships for the effort.

That same year amultr partrsan poIJtroal movement i 43 050 o baiis 2

" to rekindle colonral attempts in 354- PA began to gain over-

Though recently decommissioned as a museum ship, the Ascend-
ant Dawn — and two other Roosevelt destroyers — were
brought out of retirement to serve the new fleet.

; THE D/'\WN LE/\DS AGAIN

: After muoh debate, the deorsron was made to-re-

: ourpose the Roosevelt- Class destroyer USSC-946 Ascend-

. ant. Dawn as the fleet's official flagshrp Decommissioned
as’'a’ museum ship just twe years ‘prior, the Dawn was -

s .wrdely seen as a symbol of national pride and military suc- .

' . cess. Foltewing its role in the Solar War; the ship- had -of-.
‘ten been oompared to the USS Consz‘/z‘uz‘/on still, dlsplayed

in Uld Boston. : :



“She's olways served the American People.
And now, she'll be proud to serve us ogain..."

PRESIDENT ELLIOTT W AGNER, Speaking ot the
Ascendont Dowiis Recommissioning Ceremaony (July 2219)

. The ' Dawn's role ‘Wit.h:ln Amgrican HiStorir had been.undeni

; able, and its -use. in the, next chapter of the Amenean story -

~was hailed as patnotle and |nsp|rat|onal Plans were made to
..use the Bawns ex;stlng museum'fagilities as the foundation

of'a new generatlon of- patrrotrsm and respect for the Ameri- -

“can mrfltary in. 364- PA ¢

“Along wrth two' other /'\’ooseve/i'*olass destroyers —.the’ "
*- Freedom’s- Lry and the. F/ame of L/berz‘y — the new fleet -
.would be abIe to |ntercept and respond to crisés, though not -
to the extent that leaders had hoped anh of khe: destroyers"
was refitted with new technologles and armor: platrng, though

budgetrng remained 3 oontrndal concern: As ‘the’ seat’ ‘of both
< al I|V|ng spaoes Were allocated to the Asoendam‘ Dawn
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In 2218 a newly eleoted oon
- gress began to push new fands i
the direction of ooIonraI efforts
. Two L/nca//rBIass Crursers pre—
‘ viously scheduled for decommis:
.sioning, were-repurposed fo. Jom
the Roosevelts in protecting the, '“
fleet. Six Osprey-Class gunships: “\
+ were simultaneously purchasgd ’»
- from Windfall shipyards, and would
serve as the only new m|I|tary shrps of
the ﬂeet

The Bastion-l|
CITADEL- CLASS BASE SHIP”
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g The biggest allocation of new funds was intended for the

return of. an ingenious but expensive ‘starship. design from

those that had been discarded. The Bastion-// was a rework-
ing of a massive civilian base ship er|g|nally utilized by the
Outbound Djscovery mrssron decades before. While able to be
flown Wrth minimal; crew members through the BifrGst, the’

: nearIy two:kilometer vessel could then rotate: itself and land °

on a pfanetary surface. Once properly anchored, the new
structure wauld serve as a towering skyscraper and the focal

‘ point of the new: ‘colony's: administration and terraforming

efforts Costs were minimized by: reducing life support and

vy grawtatlonal systems for much of the ship's residential spac-
"+ es, leaying colonists and DCA officials to traverse the voyage
'aboard orvrlran passengerlrners S

s

By‘thesumrner of 2219,.the.fleet was o‘omplet.ed. With - -

“eleven military vessels, sixty civilian ships, ‘and the ability to’

support 30, OUO military and civilian. colonists, the armada

" was cIearBd to depart that November
. the fleet’ s mrlltary admrral and the orvrlran governor addrtron . - ¥

W|th representat|on ffom the- Department of Colonial Af-
- * fairs, the USSC, the Martian Collective and several

- other international- groups, the new mission -

& ~-promised a new beginning for the United
0 - States and humanity “as a whole, Re-,
memberrng the loss of the Discavery,
Ieaders christened the new endeavor

" as the Outbound Hope MlSSlon “and
Iooked forward. to its future ‘suc-
oess '
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The'Outb0und Hope Mission, was
destined to succeed -among’ the
stars

o —

One of the largest ships ever built, the Bastion-Il was 1705 meters long.
Despite this size, the ship carried minimal passengers and was instead
intended to deploy into a massive administrative skyscraper upon arrival.




