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Mankrnd 5 quest for the stars began in earnest in the
20th century After two oatastrophro World Wars, the Unit-
ed States and the Soyret Unron overturned nearly. 500
years of European domrnatron of the planet and 'took hold .
of- the globe's pohtroal and mrlrtary leadership. These two.-

© new superpowers ‘almost mstantly spawned a. new Cold

War, threatenrng each other and their allies wrth the new
found threat of nuolearannrhrlatron i
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Thrs rivalry betweerr the two states soon esoalated
into a srzeable "space- raoe " with both srdes tryrng to garn

‘the. upper hand lnthe deyelopment of spaoefllght dapablll- g
© ties. In 1957, the Sovrets garned a srgnrﬁoant Victory with.

the successful Iaunohrng of the satelllte Sputnlk and be-
oame the frrst power to-put a human in spaoe four years
. later. The contrnuatron of this technological rrvalry reached |
a ollmax m 1969, when the Unrted States beoame the f’rst
country to Jand suooessfully on the moon

That's one small step for [a] man,
one giant leap for mankind..."

NEIL ARMSTRONG, American Astronout
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In 'the de’oades' to follow, further advano‘es into space

" technology. took on both militaristic and scientific ap-
‘_, proaches..While many'great strides in technalogy were the

result of Cold War rivalries, they also led to new forms of
setellites and robotios_that b'enefi'tt'ed civilian populations.

As a byproduot mterest in spaoe eproratron surged

& throughout pop culture. Science fiction began to enthusi-

astically develop, ut|I|Z|ng Irterature television and cinema .

1o capture the |mag|nat|ons of: people around the planet.-
* Each of these stones gave humanrty a.glimpse beyond Jlife
on earth and toward a new. future never before: envrsroned.

" By the close of the century, ‘human knowledge of

; Earth s solar system had expanded dramatically - the re-
,,,sult of countless unmanned mrssrons to the orbrts and
' surfaoes of nerghborrng moons and pIanets Soon vast
- communication networks became'the result. of extensive
< satellrte systems, promptrng an increasingly- mtrroate sys-
,.tem of global |nteraot|on and oulture :
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US Astronaut Buzz Aldrin salutes the US flag during the first lunar land-

ing, part of the Apollo 11 Mission in July of 1968.



